
N a m e (question 1)

The name you give will be that under which your application is

filed and under which, if you are admitted, you will be re g i s t e re d

with the University of London. To avoid difficulties and possible

e m b a rrassment, the form of your name should correspond e x a c t l y

with that in which your first degree is issued, and with other official

documents which you may be asked to produce as evidence of identity

(eg passport, birth certificate).

Address (questions 5 and 6)

Please give clearly the dates during which your corre s p o n d e n c e

a d d ress is valid. Please notify changes of address (or other

i n f o rmation) to the Academic Registrar with as little delay as possible.

Date of Admission (question 21)

All taught Masters and Postgraduate Diploma programmes begin

in September.

Re s e a rch students normally begin in September. Ad m i s s i o n

in January or April can only be considered in exceptional

c i rc u m s t a n c e s .

Programme Details (questions 22,23,24)

Please indicate the programme you wish to follow and give the

Masters programme title and an alternative if re q u i re d .

I f you are applying for a research degree by thesis (MPhil/PhD)

you must include with the application form a re s e a rch pro p o s a l

of 1000 words, indicating the treatment you intend and the

s o u rce of materials you would use. If your application is successful

your p roposed re s e a rch statement need not be binding. It will

however be necessary for your f inal choice of re s e a rch topic to

be approved by your Supervisors Committee at SOA S .

Please note that degree students may not normally be re g i s t e re d

with another institution concurrently with their registration at SOA S .

M e t h od of Study (questions 22,23,24)

Students from overseas who have restrictions upon their right of

stay in the UK should note that they may have difficulty entering

and/or remaining in the UK to study on a part-t ime basis.

Re s e a r c h students may only be re g i s t e red part-time if they are

in full-time employment or have domest ic circumstances which,

in the opinion of the school, prevent full-time study. If you are

applying for part-time re s e a rch, please state clearly your re a s o n s

for wishing to study part-time and attach documentation.

Part-time re s e a rch normally takes twice as long as full-time

s t u d y, ie six years.

Masters Pr o g r a m m e s a re offered on a two year part-time basis

and many are available on a three year part-time basis. Please

consult the Prospectus for details.

Course Details (Section G – see separate sheet)

You only need to give details of your course pre f e rences i f

your programme appears in the lists. However, if the pro g r a m m e

for which you are applying is named in Sect ion G you must 

p rovide the additional information. Your application cannot be

p rocessed without it. Please consult carefully the Po s t g r a d u a t e

Prospectus before completing this sect ion. Please give details of

major/ minor subjects or optional papers  as requested. Please

note that choices a re subject to availability and to the consent

of the superv i s o r. Please give alternatives where re q u e s t e d .

Students applying for the LLM m u s t choose at least two subjects

taught at SOAS. Details of the subjects taught at SOAS are

given in the Pro s p e c t u s .

Re s e a rch applicants are re q u i red to submit a re s e a rch pro p o s a l

(see ‘Programme details’ above).

F i n a n c e (questions 13,14,15)

If you have been awarded a scholarship, please give full

details, including the name of the awarding body, your

re f e rence number (i f relevant), the duration and value of the

a w a rd, and the terms and conditions of the scholarship (with a

translation if appro p r i a t e ). This may often be most conveniently

done by attaching to your application form a copy of the letter

sent to you by the g r a n t - a w a rding body granting the award of

the scholarship.

Please note that mentioning a scholarship or grant in question

16 does N O T mean that the School will  automatically send you

application forms. You must make a separate request. D e t a i l s

of major scholarships and how to apply for them are given in

the Prospectus and on the web. Application for funding is a 

separate process from the applicat ion to the school for a place

on a programme of study. Application forms for scholarships 

a re normally available around January.

Thank you for your interest in graduate work at SOAS. 

Please read these notes carefully before completing your application form. 

Please also read carefully the Postgraduate Prospectus, particularly the sections relating to 

entrance re q u i rements and fees, as well as those relating to the programme you wish to study.

continued

Notes on completion of the Application
for Admission as a Postgraduate Student,
and procedure for submitting applications



Supporting Statement (Section F)

Applicants for the MSc in Development Studies, the MSc

in Development Studies with re f e rence to Central Asia or the

MSc Violence, Conflict and Development must include with their

application a separate sheet giving full details of why they wish

to follow this pro g r a m m e .

References and Tr a n s c r i p t s
a) Re f e r e n c e s

All  applications are re q u i r ed to submit TWO academic       

re f e rences. The re f e rees must be people who are familiar 

with your academic work. Only if your most recent academic

study was several years ago, and you feel other experience is

m o re relevant, may other appropriate re f e rences be sent.

You must obtain two references and submit them with your 

application form.

b) Tr a n s c r i p t s

If your applicat ion is based on qual ifications from 

outside the United Kingdom you should also obtain a 

transcript and submit it with your application form. A 

transcript is a detailed marksheet which confirms the 

a w a rd of your qualif ication and also lists all the subjects 

studied and grades obtained. A transcript is  re q u i red 

f rom all applicants whose previous degree level study was 

outside the UK. Please DO NOT send original certificates 

or diplomas.

ALL appl icants for the LLM and Masters and Re s e a rch 

p rogrammes in the Department of Economics are 

asked to supply a full transcript of courses followed at 

u n d e rgraduate and, if  relevant, at Masters level. This 

appl ies to applicants from the UK and from overseas.

c) References and Tr a n s c r i p t s

Documents must be in E n g l i s h. If it is necessar y for

documents to be translated, please send a copy of the      

original document and also a cert ified translation.

You are asked to submit A L L the re q u i red documentation 

with your application. Obtain your re f e rences by completing 

the relevant parts of the re f e rence request forms and then 

sending them to your re f e rees. They should be re t u rned to 

you and submitted unopened together with your application.

If a transcript is re q u i red, please obtain one and submit it 

unopened with your appl ication form .

It is your responsibili ty to ensure that your applicat ion

is complete. Please note that applications may not be

f o rwarded for consideration if they are not complete.

It  is likely to delay rather than speed up the pro c e s s i n g

of your appl ication if you submit it incomplete.

You should give the names of your re f e rees on your         

application form for re c o rd purposes.

English Language
If your first language is not Engl ish you will normally be asked

to provide evidence of your prof iciency in English language if

an offer of a place is made to you. It will assist the pro c e s s i n g

of your applicat ion, by helping us to determine at an early stage

whether any English language classes are necessar y, if you can

enclose this evidence with your application form. However,

consideration of applicat ions wil l not be held back if evidence

is not available at this initial stage. If you are able to supply

evidence, i t should be preferably in the form of an IELTS or

TOEFL score .

Closing Date
All applications for postgraduate study beginning in October

must be submitted as early as possible and must reach the

Academic Registrar no later than 30th June. Applicat ions

received after that date may only be considered if places are

still avai lable.

If you are seeking f inancial support from scholarships or grants

you should submit your application for postgraduate study

as early as possible, preferably in January and certainly no

later than four weeks before the deadline for applying for

the scholarship.

You should not delay your application while waiting for the

results of examinations to be taken in the summer. Yo u r

application can be considered before your results are known.

S u b m i s s i o n
When your application is complete, ie:

■ application form

■ two academic re f e re n c e s

■ transcript (if  re q u i re d )

■ re s e a rch proposal (1000 words) for applicants                    

for re s e a rch degre e s

■ any other re q u i red documents

Include also evidence of proficiency in English language

if possible and send it al l together to 

The Academic Registrar 

S OAS 

Thornhaugh Street

Russell Square

London WC1H 0XG



A. Personal Details
1. LAST NAME OTHER NAMES

(this is the name in which your applicat ion wi ll be registered)

2. SEX (please tick) 3. MARITAL STATUS (please tick) 4. DATE OF BIRT H

5. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 6. ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE
(Please indicate dates for which this is val id)

Po s t c o d e Po s t c o d e

Te l e p h o n e Te l e p h o n e

E - m a i l

7. NAT I O N A L I T Y 8. COUNTRY OF PERMANENT RESIDENCE 9. PLACE OF BIRTH

10a) Is this the first time you have applied for admission to a postgraduate programme at SOAS? 

Please give details of any previous application.

10b) Have you been in contact with a member of SOAS staff? If yes, please state name.

11. Please state your first language.

1 2 . Please state languages (other  than your first language) which you can re a d

a) fluently

b) with difficulty

Please ensure all relevant sections are completed including Section G if relevant, Section H is signed and dated and 

all relevant documents are enclosed before sending. Enclosed Notes for Guidance will help you.

Application for Admission
as a Postgraduate Student

School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London)
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG

Please read the enclosed instructions before completing this form. Please use BLOCK CA P I TALS and BLACK INK.

For Office use only

To re c o rd

Date of Re c e i p t

Ref 1

Ref 2

Tr a n s c r i p t

Re s e a rc h

Pro p o s a l

O t h e r

S i g n a t u re

M a l e Fe m a l e S i n g l e M a rr i e d

D a y M o n t h Ye a r

N a m e



B. Finance 
13. FEE STAT U S

Please state the number of years you, your parents and, if applicable, your spouse have been resident in the UK or other EU country with

dates:    

Yo u r s e l f : Your pare n t s : Your Spouse:

C o u n t ry C o u n t r y C o u n t r y

D a t e s D a t e s D a t e s

1 4 . Please state how you will meet the full expenses of your course. Please note that no student may begin a course until the appro p r i a t e

fees have been paid to the Re g i s t r a r.

1 5 . Please give details of any scholarships or grants relating to the course for which you are applying (please read the Notes enclosed with 

this form ) .

C. Previous Education and Experience 
16. SCHOOL

Please give details of secondar y school last attended, with full address and dates.

Ad d re s s Fro m To

17. UNIVERSITY

Please give details of universities or colleges attended and degrees obtained or for which you are studying, with dates and full addre s s e s .

University  or College Name & Ad d ress       Fro m To D e g ree/Diploma Main Field 

Please give your Hesa Unique Student Identifier (HUSID Number) if possible.

Please note that mentioning a scholarships or grant does NOT mean that the school will  automatical ly send you 

applications forms. You must make a separate request.

Class Date 
of award

N a m e



18. EMPLOY M E N T:

Details of employment with dates and location.

D. Further Information
19. Please give for our re c o rds names and addresses of your re f e rees (please see notes).

1 2

E. Programme Details 
20. DATE OF ADMISSION: September

21. APPLICATION FOR MASTERS PROGRAMME: (PLEASE TICK ONE)

M A M S C M M U S L L M

Programme Title Mode of Attendance:

Full-time Part-time 2 years Part-time 3 years

A l t e rnative programme (if you wish to be considered for more than one masters)

22. APPLICAT I O N FOR POSTGRADUATE DIPLO M A

Programme Title Mode of Attendance:

Full-time Part-time  

23. APPLICATION FOR RESEARCH PROGRAMME (please tick one)

M P h i l M P h i l / P h D Non Degree Re s e a rc h

Mode of Attendance:

Full-time Part-time  

Please attach a re s e a rch proposal of 1000 words (see notes)

Please indicate here the department in which you wish to undertake your re s e a rc h

24. How did you come to know about the SOAS pro g r a m m e ?

25. Have you applied to any other college or university? If yes, please state which and specify department or pro g r a m m e .

N a m e



F. Supporting Statement
Please give your reasons for wishing to take the programme - please use a separate sheet if necessary. Applications for MSc Development

Studies and MSc Development Studies with re f e rence to Central Asia m u s t be accompanied by a separate full statement.

Printed September 2001

N a m e



G. Details of Courses 
Please give further details as requested below if you are applying for one of the programmes named below:

MA AFRICAN/ASIAN HISTORY MA INDIAN RELIGIONS MA SOUTH ASIAN AREA STUDIES

MA AFRICAN STUDIES MA ISLAMIC SOCIETIES and CULT U R E S MA SOUTH EAST ASIAN STUDIES

MA CHINESE STUDIES MA JAPANESE STUDIES

MA COMPA R ATIVE LITERATURE (AFRICA / A S I A ) MA KOREAN STUDIES

MA EASTERN CHRISTIANITY and/or MA NEAR and MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

A F R I CAN CHRISTIANITY MA ORIENTAL and AFRICAN RELIGIONS

MA HISTORY OF ART and ARCHAEOLO GY MA PACIFIC ASIAN STUDIES

(a) read the prospectus carefully to determine whether you must choose one or two minor courses

(b) note that your selection of courses is subject to availability and to the consent of the superv i s o r.

Major Course

Minor Course 1

Minor Course 2

A l t e rnative Major Course(s)

A l t e rnative Minor Course(s)

MSC ECONOMICS PROGRAMMES

Please list your provisional choice of three options and give an alternative choice where possible.

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

A l t e rnative option

Please note a) that selection of courses is subject to availability; b) your final choice can be made at the time you enro l .

MSC DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Please give below choices of subject for the optional course. Details of options are given in the Development Studies handbook, a copy of

which can be obtained either from the Re g i s t r y or the department. Please note that selection of courses is subject to availability and to the

consent of the superv i s o r. Please give an altern a t i v e .

Optional courses

A l t e rnative optional course

MMUS ETHNOMUSICOLO GY

Please select one of the specified musical regions.  

Then select one minor course, and give one alternative choice of minor.

Major Musical Re g i o n

Minor Course

A l t e rnative Minor Course

Please note that selection of courses is subject to availability, to the consent of the superv isor and to compatibility of timetabling.

L L M

Please note: applicants m u s t select two or more of the LLM subjects taught at SOA S .

Course 1

Course 2

Course 3

Course 4

Application for Admission
as a Postgraduate Student
School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London)
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG

Please ensure all relevant sections are completed, Section H is signed and dated and all relevant documents are enclosed before sending. 

N a m e



H. The following certificate must be signed
a) I certif y that the statements made by me on this form are corre c t .

b) I confirm that, if admitted to the School, I will conform to School re g u l a t i o n s .

U.K Data Protection Act 1998: 

I agree to SOAS processing personal data contained on this form or other data which SOAS may obtain from me or other people or organisations whilst

I am applying for admission. I agree to the processing of such data for any purpose connected with my studies, or my health and safety, whilst on

S OAS’s premises or for any other legitimate purpose.

S i g n a t u re of applicant D a t e

WHEN COMPLETED PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH:

Your re f e re n c e s

Your transcript (if re q u i re d )

Supporting statement (Section F)

Re s e a rch Proposal (for MPhil/PhD)

Any other documents (see notes)

Evidence of proficiency in English Language

SEND THE COMPLETE FORM TO

The Academic Re g i s t r a r

S OA S

T h o rnhaugh Stre e t

Russell Square

L o n d o n

WC1H 0XG

N a m e



Disability 
00 No known disability

01 Dyslexia

02 Blind/are partially sighted

03 Deaf/have hearing impairm e n t

04 Wheelchair user/have mobility difficulties

05 Personal care support

06 Mental health difficulties

07 An unseen disability,  eg diabetes, epilepsy, asthma

08 Multiple disabilities

09 A disability  not listed above (please give more details below)

Please give any details which might necessitate special arr a n g e m e n t s .

Ethnic Origin
11 White – British

12 White – Irish

19 Other White backgro u n d

21 Black or Black British – Caribbean

22 Black or Black British – Afr ican

29 Other Black backgro u n d

31 Asian or Asian British – Indian

32 Asian or Asian Br itish – Pa k i s t a n i

33 Asian or Asian British – Bangladeshi

34 Chinese or Other Ethnic background – Chinese

39 Other Asian backgro u n d

41 Mixed – White and Black African

42 Mixed – White and Black African

43 Mixed – White and Asian

49 Other Mixed backgro u n d

80 Other Ethnic backgro u n d

98 Information re f u s e d

Application for Admission
as a Postgraduate Student

School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London)
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG

Printed September 2001

You do not have to complete this section although the information given here is confidential 

and will not be seen by those involved in the selection process.



To the Candidate for Admission
Please complete sections A, B and C below before sending out a form to each of the re f e rees you have named on your

application form .

A. Full  Name (underline family name)

B. Proposed Degree and Field of Study

C. Month and Year in which you hope to start the degre e 2 0

To the Referee
The person named above has applied to this School and has given your name for re f e rence. Will  you kindly let me have,

as soon as possible, an opinion in English on this candidate’s academic and personal suitability for the proposed study. Fo r

applications for any MSc Economics programme it is particularly important to comment on their grasp of basic mathematical

and statistical concepts, and microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts.

In particular, I should be grateful if your re f e rence overleaf could discuss the candidate’s:

■ abili ty to pursue her/his own initiatives

■ ability to work alone for short periods

■ ability to synthesise material from different sourc e s

■ originality in interpre t a t i o n

■ fluency in articulating an arg u m e n t

■ discipline in submitting written work on time

■ abili ty to co-operate in the life and work of the academic community

Ad d i t i o n a l l y, if the candidate is applying for a re s e a rch (MPhil or PhD) degree rather than an MA or MSc, please give:

■ an assessment of the candidate's sense of enquir y and ability to generate re s e a rch hypotheses.

If  there is a first degree examination outstanding, I  should appreciate some indication of the class of degree that you

expect this candidate to obtain.

Would you please use the space on the back of this letter for your re f e rence and re t u rn it direct to the candidate. Please

seal the envelope, and sign across the seal. For added security, cover the signature with sellotape. The candidate will forw a rd

the application form together with the envelope with the re f e rence sealed therein to the Academic Re g i s t r a r. Allowing the

candidate to assemble and submit a complete application greatly speeds up the processing of applicat ions. If however you

a re unable to comply with this request, would you please re t u rn the re f e rence direct to the Academic Re g i s t r a r, marking

the envelope “Confidential”. You should inform the candidate if the re f e rence has been sent direct to the School.

Thank you for your help.

Te rr y Harv e y

Academic Re g i s t r a r

Application for Admission
as a Postgraduate Student
Request for Reference

School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London)
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG



Statement by Referee

NAME OF REFEREE ( B LOCK LETT E R S )

S I G N AT U R E

POSITION HELD DAT E

INSTITUTION AND ADDRESS

OFFICIAL STAMP OF INSTITUTION Printed September 2001



To the Candidate for Admission
Please complete sections A, B and C below before sending out a form to each of the re f e rees you have named on your

application form .

A. Full  Name (underline family name)

B. Proposed Degree and Field of Study

C. Month and Year in which you hope to start the degre e 2 0

To the Referee
The person named above has applied to this School and has given your name for re f e rence. Will  you kindly let me have,

as soon as possible, an opinion in English on this candidate’s academic and personal suitability for the proposed study. Fo r

applications for any MSc Economics programme it is particularly important to comment on their grasp of basic mathematical

and statistical concepts, and microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts.

In particular, I should be grateful if your re f e rence overleaf could discuss the candidate’s:

■ abili ty to pursue her/his own initiatives

■ ability to work alone for short periods

■ ability to synthesise material from different sourc e s

■ originality in interpre t a t i o n

■ fluency in articulating an arg u m e n t

■ discipline in submitting written work on time

■ abili ty to co-operate in the life and work of the academic community

Ad d i t i o n a l l y, if the candidate is applying for a re s e a rch (MPhil or PhD) degree rather than an MA or MSc, please give:

■ an assessment of the candidate's sense of enquir y and ability to generate re s e a rch hypotheses.

If  there is a first degree examination outstanding, I  should appreciate some indication of the class of degree that you

expect this candidate to obtain.

Would you please use the space on the back of this letter for your re f e rence and re t u rn it direct to the candidate. Please

seal the envelope, and sign across the seal. For added security, cover the signature with sellotape. The candidate will forw a rd

the application form together with the envelope with the re f e rence sealed therein to the Academic Re g i s t r a r. Allowing the

candidate to assemble and submit a complete application greatly speeds up the processing of applicat ions. If however you

a re unable to comply with this request, would you please re t u rn the re f e rence direct to the Academic Re g i s t r a r, marking

the envelope “Confidential”. You should inform the candidate if the re f e rence has been sent direct to the School.

Thank you for your help.

Te rr y Harv e y

Academic Re g i s t r a r

Application for Admission
as a Postgraduate Student
Request for Reference

School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London)
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG



Statement by Referee

NAME OF REFEREE ( B LOCK LETT E R S )

S I G N AT U R E

POSITION HELD DAT E

INSTITUTION AND ADDRESS

OFFICIAL STAMP OF INSTITUTION Printed September 2001


